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Pandemic Policy

Hygiene

We regularly seek information from the Environmental Health Department and the World Health Authority to ensure that we keep up to date with the latest recommendations.

Our daily routines encourage the children to learn about personal hygiene.

We have a daily cleaning routine for the setting which includes play room(s), kitchen, rest area, toilets and nappy changing areas.

We have a schedule for cleaning resources and equipment, dressing-up clothes and furnishings.

The toilet area has a high standard of hygiene including hand washing and drying facilities and the disposal of nappies.

Staff regularly use anti bac hand gel and wash their hands.

We implement good hygiene practices by:

· cleaning tables between activities;

· checking toilets regularly;

· wearing protective clothing - such as aprons and disposable gloves - as appropriate;

· providing sets of clean clothes;

· providing tissues and wipes;

Parents and families
Parents will help in the process of educating the children by reminding them about good personal hygiene. 

All households in the U.K. are to receive official advice on this.

If children are ill with flu-like symptoms, please contact the doctor before allowing them to come to school. 

If you or your family have travelled to Mexico or the regions affected in the USA in

the last 10 days, please inform the pre-school.

School Closure

If the Government authorities decide the situation has reached the stage that schools are required to close, that decision will be devolved to local authorities and if the virus spreads and reaches Essex they may make the decision to shut schools in the area affected. This will not be a decision taken lightly and we will be very much guided by the professional advice we receive 

If we have to close a message will be posted on the website or parents will be notified by telephone. If we have to close during school hours we will contact all parents of children in school that day by telephone to arrange collection

Closure as a result of the local authorities instruction will NOT result in a refund in fees

We will remain closed until such time as we receive instruction that it is safe to open again.

Staff
If we have to close due to infection in Essex and not related directly to our setting, staff will be required to work their normal hours, making use of this time for planning and cleaning the pre-school.

In the case that the pre-school is closed as a result of infection related directly to the setting, staff will be on paid leave until such time as we are given clearance to re-open.
In the case that the school is closed for more than 2 weeks, staff will be on paid leave until such time that the pre-school re-opens.
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